B6 Wednesday, May 22, 2024

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

THINGS TO WATCH

MICHAEL CONROY

Quarterback Gardner Minshew passed for 3,305 yards and 15 touchdowns last season for
the Indianapolis Colts, completing 62.2% of his passes while being intercepted nine times.

Which way will they throw?

By VIC TAFUR and TASHAN REED

and now the Las Ve
gas Raiders have alittle less than four
months to

et ready for the season

2 After that, the R
Hif until veterans report to tr:
in Costa Mesa, Calif
Here's what we will be watching

The quarterback competition

It’ll be
ond-vear g

ng camp on July 2

way battle between se
ck Aidan O'Connell and
veteran jo man Gardner Minshew 11
OConnell is the incumbent starter and will
hold that role 1o start OTAs. but Minshew
will have every opportunity to win the job
Aidan has already kind of taken the
bull by the horns and he's leading the way
and Minshew’s right there doing
coach Antonio Pierce said ea

as well

ier this
month. “We're going to stick to the pro
cess but. as | said before, Aidan’s earned the
right to go out there get the first sr

The Raiders attempted to trade up
first round of the NFL draft to take » quar
terback but failed to complete a deal. After
the Chicago Bears, Washington Command
ersand New England Patriots all stayed put
and drafted quarierhacks with the top thre
picks, they staved at No. 13 and drafted tigh
end Brock Bowers.

1f we felt th as a quarterback out
there that was better than we had. « suld
potentially be better. certainly we would
have done something,” general manag.
er Tom Telesco said after the draft. “But it
didn't linc up

That leaves O'Connell, 26, and Minshew
28. to duke it out through OTAs and train
ing camp. It’s possil

back. Both were mostly mediox er dou
ble-digit starts last season_ Still, the Raid
ers are hopeful that one of them will at Jeast
be able to play at a solid level in 2024,

d a free-agent
corner yet so that leaves Brandon Facyson
trying to hold off Jakorian Bennett and a pair
of draft picks for one start:
will be the starter

Jones
side and Nate
> be in the slot. Facvson

Jury but nine games in 202
for the Indianapolis Colts in '22. Pierce said
he has been impressed by second-year play-
er Bennett this offseason, but the Raiders still
drafted Decamerion Richardson in the fourth

Las Vegas Raiders

The Raiders signed QB Gardner Minshew
in free agency, but incumbent Aidan O'Connell
will get first crack at the starting job.
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Makeup of the interior O-line

The Raiders appear set to start Kolton
Miller at left tackle, Andre James at center,
Dylan Parham and Jackson Powers-John
son at guard and Thayer Munford Jr. at right
tackle. Cody Whitehair and Andrus Peat will

provide depth at guard. Peat can also play of-

fensive tackle and could serve as the swing
tackle if roc offensive tackle DJ Glaze
isn't up to the task

What's yet to be determined is on which

side of the line Parham and Powers-John-

son will line up, Parham started the last
two years at left guard but could switch to
right guard. Powers-Johnson spent most of
his time at Oregon lined up at right guard
and center. but he w working at ieft guard
during rookie minicamp. It wouldn't be sur-
prising if the staff worked each
player at both spots as they determine the
best fit

Peat, a former Pro Bowl selection with
the New Orieans Saints, will work on the
left side. according to Pierce.

The implementation
of Luke Getsy’s offense

Green Bay, so there is some creativity bur-
ied there. And obviously, when the Raiders
hired Getsy after the Bears fired him, it's
clear they thought quart-_back Justin Fields
was the problem in Chicago and not Getsy.

Howy Bowers is used
alongside Michael Mayer

percent as an outside receiver and he even
logged snaps in the backfield as an H-back.
Assistant GM Champ Kelly referred to Bow-
ers as a “playmaker and offensive weapon,”
which indicates that Getsy plans to use him
in a similar fashion.

The Raiders don't plan to just park Mayer,
their 2023 second-round pick, on the bench.
His statistics weren’t eve-popping, but he
came on strong as a receiver and blocker
ard the end of his rookie season. He can
also line up as an outside receiver, so Get-
S¥ can get creative in how he utilizes his top
two tight e

“Both of them can do a lot of things for

PAUL SANCYA | Associated Press e st

mmmummmm--wu
mwmsz.!ssammlwmmmumm-mm

be tough this fall. Pierce has also been effu-
sive in his praise for fifth-round pick Tom-
my Eichenberg out of Ohio State.

“Old school football, smash mouth, no fare
dodging, preying on the lead, leader, captain,
green dot,” Pierce said. “He played in a sys-
tem and on a team that has won, has been
close to winning national championships
and been there, played some really good
players. But more important is presence.
When you walk around, you feel a lineback-
er. He feels and looks like a linebacker. And
he creates more size for us and depth.

“I' mean you look at guys like Robert Spill-
ane, you look at (Divine) Diablo, look at Luke
Masterson and what they've been able to do,
get this young guy in here with those guys
and let him grow and learn from them, the
future is bright

Is Zamir White the bell cow?

White certainly looked like a lead back
when he stepped in for an injur.d Josh Ja-
cobs and started the final four games last
season. He had 84 carries (T-first) for 397
yards (third) during that span. Despite that,
the Raiders still felt they needed to bring
back Ameer Abdullah, sign No. 2 running
back Alexander Mattison and draft their
third-down back of the future in Dylan
Laube this offseason.

Telesco believes in a run-
ning-back-by-committee approach, but it'll
be up to the coaching staff to determine how
each is deployed. If the other running backs
aren't as effective as White, they won't shy
away from feeding him the ball.

Can defense improve and can
that chemistry carry Raiders?

Not only did the Raiders hold onto de-
fensive coordinator Patrick Graham, but
they’re returning nine of 11 starters froma
defense that was surprisingly good last sea-
son. They finished ninth in scoring defense
and arguably played like the best defense in
the league throughout Pierce’s nine-game
stretch as interim coach. After adding star
defensive tackle Christian Wilkins, this de-
fense has the potential to be great.

The Raiders are lacking an answer at
outside cornerback, but that's the defense’s
only glaring weakness on paper. The de-
fense consistently carried the team last sea-
son, but that only resulted in an 8-9 record.
They’ll need more from the offense for
the team to achieve its goal of making the
playoffs.

s WR room set, or can a guy
fike Lideatrick Griffin crack it?
Michael Gallup was signed .uafre:emm

and the former Dallas C receiver will
step into the departed Hum_cr Renfrow's

round (and M.J. Devonshire in the seventh), you,” Pierce said. “But, more importantly, shoes. He'll add depth alongside Adams, Ja-
Richardson is 6-foot-2 and ran a 4.3 40- Getsy ran the ball a lot with the Bears  who's matching up on the other side against hﬁhkyunnd'l‘rv‘fu:h»uﬂ,miduim
vard dash last season, and Pierce has often said  us?1s ita limebacker. s it a safty isitanick-  all the tight ends they have
“And then when you talk to him, you're  that's an important part of the game to  el, is it a corner? .. Their body types and and Harvison Bryant, the former Cleveland
talking abou him, so don’t expect the Raiders to sud lht-:rsk)ll.ttlrhznﬂ-sdcﬁ‘mnﬂ.\ what you &mnthiup‘\‘htnﬂtmwsz‘)
ball, all ball,” P; said two weeks agoat  denly start throw ing the ball 20 timesa  like to do and what you want to do. Hopeful-  million guaranteed), most of the playing time

rookie camp. “He's about ball and his hors.

es. But more importantly, once you get him

. he's a sponge, and we can moid him to
what we want

“When we looked at the draft, we wanted

o get bigger, we want to get longer, we w ant

ed to get faster and we wanted to get tough-

o

week to Davante Adams and Brock Bowers.
They will line up in a lot of 12 personnel
with two tight ends, now that they have
Bowers and Michael Mayer, and Bowers
will also line up in the slot, outside and
even in the backfield

Getsy was the passing game co

tor with Adams and Aaron Rodgers back in

rdina-

ly. our 12 personnel will do that this season.”

What other rookies
<an crack the lineup?

Besides Bowers and Powers-Johnson, the
Raiders hope Glaze and Robinson also de-
velop into starters one day, though that will

and targets are probably accounted for.

But keep your eye on Lideatrick “Tah™
Griffin.

The undrafted, 5-foot-10 rookie out of
Mississippi State caught seven passes for
256)1:\15innpmelas\se&mlndladco|~
lmﬁhxhallrﬂhzkidnﬂmumlwd
32.3 yards in 2022
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